In re : Paul Andrew Evans 
Filed: February 2, 2 0 07 
Serial No.: 10/567,734 
Page 3 

In the Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) In a local area network comprising a 
plurality of t erminals for running client applications and 
connecti ng to the Internet, each of said terminals having the 
abili t y to divide a request into a plurality of packets and 
di stribute the plurality of packets via the local area network, A 
a method of sending data over a communications network, the method 
comprising the steps of 

(a) an originating terminal generating a request for a 
content server; 

(b) the originating terminal dividing the request into a 
plurality of packets; 

(c) the originating terminal distributing the plurality of 
packets fee between a first plurality of terminals in the local area 
network, each of said first plurality of terminals (llQa, 110b, 
llOc and 1 1 Od) having a respective wide area connection to the 
Internet, the plurality of packets being distributed over a 
■f-i-r43-fe the local area network; 

(d) ^fee each of said first plurality of terminal o 
transmitting packets received during step (c) over said associated 
wide area connection to a reconstitut ion server located -ta-a 
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■rfiec-^ervi r-ic f v/eif4v7 — c - ke &±^ ' 0^ p ^ l - ii j?aj ri4^y--€^g--eH3^^ft4nealrS---te^ n ne e fee d 

■ Eo the s6r€ :Qnd n e45w-gj<^ by a sQ ceH-d---plra^-a4-i:4;ry-H3^g--eo- m - ir^ ^ ^ the 

Internet; an d 

(e) the reconstitution server receiving the plurality of 
packets and sending the plurality of packets to the content 
server. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, comprising 
the further steps of : 

(f) the content server sending content data to the 
reconstitution server__in response to the request received in step 
(e) , the data being sent as a plurality of content data packets; 

(g) the reconstitution server distributing the plurality of 
content data packets to the first plurality of terminals over the 
B e e e-f^--f :>i-u-f ■a-lri--fey- - e# respective wide area connections ; 

(h) the first plurality of terminals sending the plurality 
of content data packets to the originating terminal; and 

(i) the originating terminal _receiving the plurality of 
content data packets to re-create the content data. 
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3. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 2, wherein 
in step (c) and/or step (g) , the plurality of packets are 
distributed to the first plurality of terminals in a round-robin 
basis . 

4. (Original) A method according to claim 3, wherein the round- 
robin distribution of the plurality of packets is weighted. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 4, whereon 
the round- robin weighting is determined in accordance with the 
bandwidth of the respective wide area connection between the 
terminal and the -eeeef id - n-et-we-r-kr - 1 n t e r ne t . 
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6. (Currently Amended) A communications network comprising; 

a firot plurality of terminals- r each terminal configured for 
running client applications and connecting to the Internet, the 
terminals being connected by a firpt local area network and at 
least some of said terminal s having a seeea d plurality e j- 
eennee^-efts— t-e— a— seeeft d nGtwor]c, -respective wide area connection to 
the Internet, said plurality of terminals each having the ability 
to divid e a request into a plurality of packets and distribute th e 
plurality of packets via the local area network; 

the aocond network compriping lnternet including a 
reconstitution server and a plurality of content servers, wherein, 
in use, an originating terminal in the local area network 
generates a request for one of the content servers, divides the 
request into a plurality of packets and distributes the plurality 
of packets between the firot a plurality of terminals via the 
first local area network7-_; and 

fe^-pj-u-r-a-l-jrt-y each o f said pluralit y o f terminals 

configured for sending packets a-ge- GGnt rec eived to the 
reconstitution server via the Gocond plurality of respective wide 
area connections, and the reconstitution server oonding sends the 
plurality of packets to the content server. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A communications network according to 
claim 6, wherein, in use, 

the content server sends content data to the reconstitution 
server in the form of a plurality of content data packets, 

the reconstitution server distributes the plurality of 
content data packets between the f-ii-s-fe-plurality of terminals over 
the s econd plurality e - f respective wide area connections, 

the f irot -plurality of terminals distributing r oute the 
plurality of content data packets to the originating terminal ; and 

the originating terminal rccoiving receives the plurality of 
content data packets and re-e r cating creates the content data. 

8. (Currently Amended) A communications network according to 
claim 6, wherein fehe-^i-Bsfe one or more of said plurality of 
terminals - is groQtci? has more than the second - - p - l - a r rality of 
connoctionp . one respective wide area con ne ction. 

9. (Currently Amended) A communications network according to 
claim 6, wherein the firnt plurality of - local area network 
comprises one or more terminals irS— jr eas than the sccend plurality 
e-f- ^aRnGction & , further to said plurality of terminals, not having 
a wid e area connectio n . 
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10. (Currently Amended) A communications network according to 
claim 6, wherein each of the firot pl -fc^f ality of active terminals in 
the local area network comprises a list identifying the other 
active terminals. 

11. (Currently Amended) A communications network according to 
claim 10, wherein, in use, each active terminal periodically sends 
a first status message to the other terminals in the local area 
network to indicate that it is active. 

12. (Currently Amended) A communications network according to 

claim 10, wherein an active terminal sends a second status message 
to the other terminals in the local area network prior to becoming 
inactive . 



13-15. (Cancelled) 



